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by the mild and gentle name of Rogations, and not Canons ; and the laity by these means, complied to obey them, not as imposed on them strictly to be observed as laws, but Rogando, by asking, their compliance to them. But all the ecclesiastical laws of England were not derived from Rome; for though some foreign Canons were received here before the Conquest, yet the Saxon Kings, after they were converted from Paganism, did, by the advice of their clergy within this realm, make several ordinances for the government of the Church; and after the Conquest several provincial synods were held here, in which constitutions were made, which are part of our ecclesiastical laws at this time. These decrees, corrected by Gratian, were published in England in the reign of King Stephen; and the reason of the publication at that time might be to decide the quarrel between Theobald, Archbishop of Canterbury, and Henry, Bishop of Winton, the King's brother, who being made a Legate, the Archbishop looked upon it as a diminution of his power, and an encroachment upon that privilege which he had as Legatus natus. These decrees were received by the Clergy of the Western Church, but never by those of the East, which is the reason why their priests might marry ; which those of the West did not, because they were prohibited by these decrees.
The next, in order of time, were the Decretals, which are Canonical Epistles written by Popes alone, or assisted by some Cardinals, to determine any controversy, and of those there are likewise three volumes. These Decretals were obligatory on all the laity, as well as on the Clergy, not only in spiritual affairs, but in civil, and in their temporal estates: as for instance, that no layman should present to a benefice, nor marry within the prohibited degrees; that children born before marriage should, by a subsequent marriage of their parents, become legitimate, and capable to inherit their estates; and that all clerks should be exempt from secular power, &c. The first volume of these decretals was compiled by Raimundus Barcinius, who was chaplain to Pope Gregory IX. and published by him about the 14th year of our King Henry III. A.D. 1226, this was appointed to be read in all schools, and was to be taken for law in all eccle-